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Survey Shows that Kern County is #1 for Proposition 36 Case Filings Across the State

(Kern County) — The Public Policy Institute of California recently released an article highlighting the
early rollout of Proposition 36 and how its implementation varies significantly across California counties.
Statewide data from the first 90 days of the law's enactment reveals that Kern County has filed more
Proposition 36 cases per capita than any other county in the state.
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the county’s substance abuse crisis. Filing rates vary across counties but do not always track voter
support of Prop 36
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lunch hours and on weekends to inform

them about the urgent need for reform.

During these conversations, residents

voiced deep frustration over rising crime, drug addiction, and visible homelessness impacting
neighborhoods. Thanks to the community’s attention and support, prosecutors are now better equipped to
hold repeat offenders accountable and have dedicated immense efforts toward this solution.

District Attorney Cynthia Zimmer commented; “In the first 90 days, new Proposition 36 laws have
allowed our office to prosecute repeat offenders more effectively than we’ve been able to in years. We
were out there speaking with residents one-on-one, and their message was clear: they want their
communities back. We will not let them down. This study reflects the results of our collective effort and
the community’s trust in our office.”

Furthermore, District Attorney Zimmer credits this progress to the strong partnership between the District
Attorney’s Office and local law enforcement agencies making the arrests. “We’re proud of the
collaboration in Kern County and remain committed to creating safer communities across our region.”




